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Media Release  
 

NECA: HomeBuilder scheme a start but comprehensive stimulus package 
required for recovery 

 
 
In response to the Federal Government’s HomeBuilder scheme Suresh Manickam, CEO of 
the National Electrical and Communications Association (NECA), said:  
 
“NECA welcomes the Government’s recognition of the critical role the construction industry 
will play in rebuilding the Australian economy as we emerge from the COVID crisis.  
 
“Any support for the industry is positive and this is a good taster, but what we really need is 
industry-wide measures that will support lower value projects, which will protect jobs while 
benefitting more Aussie households. We will continue to engage with the Government and 
we look forward to seeing a comprehensive package to support both the industry and home 
owners.  
 
“That’s why NECA will be launching its Four Point Plan to Power the Economy, which has 
been informed by surveying the electrical and communications industry, who along with 
many other Aussies are facing significant hardship and see their pipeline of work falling off a 
cliff. 
 
“As well as being a litmus test for the construction industry, electrical contracting is an 
indicator of the broader economy. If electrical work isn’t taking place, it means we are not 
upgrading technology to improve productivity, it means we are not building to power growth 
and it means we are not embracing electrification to transition to a clean, modern economy.  
 
“We need Government support for a broader range of projects that will power the Australian 
economy, protect livelihoods and ensure we realise a rapid bounce back to growth.” 
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Notes for editors  

1. NECA is the peak industry body representing the interests of electrical and 
communications contractors Australia-wide.  

2. Membership comprises approximately 5,400 electrical contractors, employing in 
excess of 60,000 employees Australia wide.  

3. NECA provides employment and ongoing skills development for over 4,500 
apprentices Australia wide.  

4. A selection of high-resolution electrical contractor and apprentice insitu images 
compliant to Standard AS/NZS 4836:2011 are available free by visiting the NECA 
image library.  

 

 


